NO ONE LEFT IN THE DARK: ACHIEVING ENERGY JUSTICE IN NIGERIA
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We have the chance to build this new energy economy in ways that reflect our deepest values
of inclusion, diversity, and equal opportunity for everyone—Van Jones.

1.0. Introduction

Heat! Sweltering heat, baked soil, little rain and a people nearly breaking under the glare of
the unforgiving sun and its attendant effects on the environment. This is the reality of
Nigeria—a country where over 85 million of her people lack access to electricity; and where
the serenity of the night is long lost to the drum of petroleum-based generators which pump
tons of carbon into the atmosphere, ripping the fragile ozone layer to shreds and ushering in
unprecedented heat.! This trend—if left unchecked—spells disaster.

It is clear that survival necessitates a transition in Nigeria’s energy policies and efforts to
ensure energy justice and equity for everyone while simultaneously slowing or halting the
galloping climate change that has befallen her. Energy justice is defined as a multi-layered,
human-centric theoretical approach that challenges injustice and inequality in the energy
sector.? Thus, achieving true energy justice and equity in Nigeria requires affordable,
decentralized renewable energy, community-driven initiatives, regulatory safeguards, and a
fair transition for oil sector workers.

2.0. The Energy Crisis in Nigeria

Since her independence, Nigeria has held the title of the most populous country in Africa
with an estimated 45 million people in 1962.% Since then, there has been an astronomical
increase in her population to over 236 million people.* It stands to reason that for the country
and all her inhabitants to function optimally, a tremendous amount of energy is required.

Unfortunately, Nigeria’s energy infrastructure has been unable to cope with the energy
demands of the nation, creating an energy crisis. This crisis is the outcrop of Nigeria’s over-
reliance on crude oil as a primary a source of both income and power since the 1970s and an
inefficient electricity service industry.’ Nigeria’s power generation capacity is less than
demand, and her transmission infrastructure is aged, leading to frequent collapse.® The
centralized grid also leads to huge rural-urban disparities in energy access.” This deepens
economic inequalities and limits development potential.

Climate change is exacerbated by the use of fossil fuels in Nigeria’s energy mix and
emissions from generators and firewood. This worsens the energy crisis by affecting water in
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hydroelectric dams, increasing extreme weather conditions that destroy infrastructure, and
causing heat waves to boost electricity demand.® Unless there is urgent reform and
investment in renewable power, Nigeria’s energy and climate crisis may become her undoing.

3.0. The Potential of Renewable Energy Sources

Charles Darwin Darwin once said, “It is not the strongest of the species that survives, nor the
most intelligent. It is the one most adaptable to change.”” In an attempt to avert catastrophe
with the earth’s temperature reach a record 2.30 degrees Celsius in 2024,'° Nigeria adopted
the Paris Agreement in 2015, promising to reach her net-zero goals (2050-2070).!! In order
for this to become a working reality, renewable energy development is given topmost priority.

The Nigerian environment is richly blessed with an abundance or renewable energy
alternatives. Northern Nigeria is blessed with high solar irradiation, which can be used in
large-scale solar power schemes, and its agriculture provides biomass and biogas
opportunities.!? The Middle Belt has large rivers like Niger and Benue, which are appropriate
for large and small-scale hydropower solutions.’* Coastal and Niger Delta areas are fairly
potential for wind energy, especially in Delta and Lagos, and biomass from the oil palm and
fishing industries.!'* For better results, hybrid systems can be used for all zones.

4.0. Ensuring Energy Equity and Just Transition for Oil Sector Workers: Policies,
Funding and Community-Based Solutions

The transition to renewable energy is just half the battle; ensuring equal access and
affordability completes the process. Unreliable and expensive electricity is what most
Nigerians, particularly rural residents, have to deal with.*® Thus, just transition must prioritize
economic inclusion and sustainability, to avoid inducing energy poverty during the transition.

The Electricity Act 2023 further encourages decentralized and privatized electricity
generation, by which private companies and states can develop independent power projects.
Thus, decentralized mini-grids offer a viable solution for rural areas, with localized access to
power not dependent on the unstable national grid. These renewable projects can be set up
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using community-owned cooperatives and be run by them collectively.'® Their efforts can be
supported by government subsidies and microfinance centres.

Furthermore, there must be a just transition as well for oil workers, whose destiny is wrapped
up in fossil fuel. There must be training programs, vocational training, and incentives to take
them into renewable energy. Solar panel industry work, hydropower maintenance, and
biofuel production can provide such alternative employment opportunities.!” This will also
retain local expertise and encourage indigenous innovation in energy technology.

Alongside the Climate Change Fund, Nigeria requires diversified instruments of finance to
support an equitable energy transition. Green bonds will attract investors seeking sustainable
projects, raising funds for renewable energy infrastructure'®; public-private partnerships
(PPPs) enhance innovation and efficiency in energy schemes; also international climate
financing from institutions like the World Bank and the Green Climate Fund can provide
grants and low-interest loans. !

Finally, there is a need for regulatory frameworks to prevent exploitation in the privatized
system. Private investors may favour profitability over affordability without sufficient
regulation.?’ Policies need to implement fair pricing, protect consumers, and retrain erstwhile
oil industry employees.

5.0. Conclusion

Energy injustice in Nigeria is not only an environmental need but a social and economic one.
The path ahead is through decentralised renewable energy, affordability measures, just
transitions for oil workers, and long-term financial investment. By accessing regional
renewable resources, investing in community-driven projects, and establishing regulatory
safeguards, Nigeria can construct an inclusive and robust energy system. Policymakers,
investors, and citizens must act now to ensure that no Nigerian is left in the dark, committing
to a cleaner, more inclusive, and more sustainable energy future.
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